

Kenneth Poon


Family Camp 2010

Mt. Madonna County Park

BSA Troop 452

At Family Camp 2010, a total of 66 people showed up, with a surprising 28 scouts. On Saturday, September 18th, Troop 452 met across from the Lynbrook Parking Lot. Due to the fall-in time being rather late, the Chinese School that runs at Lynbrook had already taken up the entire parking lot. 452 was forced to meet in Rainbow Park. As a note to any future SICs who set late fall-in times, do not use the Lynbrook Parking Lot; another school would be ideal, as parking along Johnson Avenue and around Rainbow Park is taken up as well.


The troop drove up to Mt. Madonna County Park and fell-in at a picnic area close to the ranger station. For the morning activities, we played a game of Ultimate Frisbee. Many scouts enthusiastically played the game, actually trying to win. Unfortunately, several decided not participate. Thankfully, no mishaps occurred and the game went quiet smoothly. As the morning fog began to lift, we took a relaxing lunch.


Rather than move to a place with more tables, the troop headed to the Indian Rock campsite after lunch. With a close water spigot, a large fire pit, and enough camping space, Indian Rock fit our needs adequately. The scouts participated in a bonding activity in which scouts would respond to different questions so everyone might learn a little more about the others in the troop. In the end, the troop became slightly restless and wanted to play some more physically demanding games. We switched into the Dragon game, where teams must use strategy and speed to catch each other. We were able to hold a tournament and, later, a game that had the entire troop. With some time to spare, the troop moved onto the chair game, though many tired quickly of squeezed hands. The roughness of our game managed to kick up a thick dust cloud, so we had to move to a spot further from the adults.


After a quick water and food break, the troop began setting up the campsite and preparing for Court of Honor. The patrol campsites were able to set up in semicircles, something we haven’t been able to do in a while. The campsites did not have buckets or a first aid kits, so that is something we can improve on in the future. Some tents were slightly close to the cooking tables, but we had no problems with that.


The Court of Honor went pretty smoothly, except that we need more Life Scouts. Afterwards we held a cooking competition with apples as a secret ingredient. Among the three entries, the Dragon’s fried apples and bananas came out on top. The troop finished cleaning up early and campfire was held before the sky turned completely dark. The originality of most skits was simply not there, but several did surprise me. We had a noticeable lapse of memory during the Scout Vespers, but we were able to recover quickly.


After campfire, the troop had time to roast various food items over the fire. This is where I have several regrets. Many cub scouts got too close to the fire. While no one was hurt, the safety hazard was still there. Next time, we should make announcements to provide more safety.


The next morning, the troop woke up slightly late and was slow on starting breakfast. We delayed Scout’s Own until very late, and did not sweep the campsite for a very long time. We were able to get out of the campsite before noon and did a good job in cleaning up.


I would have preferred more people to stay overnight. We had some come to camp for only campfire, but the thought is appreciated. I neglected to plan some things, but overall, 2010 Family Camp went smoothly.

